
Good Signs - All is Well!

Caution Signs - Time to Act!

Danger Signs - STOP!

Call your doctor and caregiver if you have:

CALL 911 OR GO TO EMERGENCY ROOM RIGHT AWAY!

zz No/little pain
zz Wound is dry

zz Increase in drainage
zz Slow healing
zz Fever over 100

zz Area around wound is red, warm, 
swollen, painful

zz Edema

zz Thick green, yellow or brown pus
zz Pus with foul odor
zz Fever over 100.4 for more than 4 

hours
zz Tender lump in your groin or 

armpit

zz Active bleeding
zz Severe pain
zz Difficulty moving limb below level 

of the wound

Warning Signals are tools to facilitate and guide patient in worsening signs of their condition. They do not represent a standard of care 
or replace physician orders or clinical judgement.  Modifications may be made based on individual patient needs. Therapy services 
and intellectual property provided by Functional Pathways - ©2024

WARNING SIGNAL FOR WOUNDS

The Wound 
Traffic Light

My Primary Care Provider
Name: _______________________________
Number: _____________________________
Instructions: __________________________
_____________________________________

zz No/little redness
zz Wound is healing


